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Director’s Note
Dear Tot Lot Community and Friends,
Spring is an exciting time at Tot Lot!  As a community we are celebrating the uniqueness and diversity of each member of our community.   We kicked off Spring with our successful “Shoot for the Stars” fundraiser, celebrated The Week of the Young Child, participated in Clean Cambridge, a city-wide initiative and held Family Fun Day in Hastings Square.      
As a community we have been reflecting on and processing who we are and where we want to go. The Vision Committee has facilitated conversations for us as a community to think about the ways in which we can “make Tot Lot a place that fosters the kind of world we want our children to live in.” “Go Vision” has been our mantra this year as we move toward our vision through community building experiences. 
Carolyn Canina
Executive Director


Shoot for the Stars – ‘Funraiser’ on March 29, 2009 @ Flat Top Johnny’s 
Tot Lot has a powerful impact when we join together to move toward a goal.  This year’s fundraising event was held at Flat Top Johnny’s in Kendall Square and consisted of a live auction and raffle prizes. Among the auction items, an autographed photo of Paul Pierce! The community as a whole made this event a huge success, reaching out to local businesses to solicit donations.  It was great seeing current families, teachers, future families and alumni enjoying conversation, laughter and live music by Middlewest, as we raised money to enrich our learning environment to meet NAEYC standards.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this event a huge success— stay tuned for next year’s event!


 
Week of the Young Child Celebration 
April 21 – 24, 2009
Tot Lot participated in NAEYC’s annual celebration by engaging in activities to bring our community together and celebrate our diversity as a community of learners.   
Rainbow Day was a memorable celebration for the children. Preschoolers were given different art media to explore with and create many rainbows of their own. They took special interest in ice cube painting and footprint painting!  Preschoolers surveyed friends asking “What is your favorite color?” and together they created a class rainbow.  
“Yum!” was the general consensus at our community breakfast. Children, families and teachers enjoyed a leisurely morning at drop off time, sharing breakfast and building relationships.  The toddlers and preschoolers made healthy breakfast foods to share:  cinnamon waffles and banana bread.  Families also contributed to the menu and Carolyn flipped pancakes! “It’s so nice to stop by Tot Lot and connect with everyone,” enthused one parent.  “And not just run out the door to work.”



Creating community blocks was our culminating activity in celebrating Week of the Young Child.  Each family was given a recycled box covered in brown paper to decorate and represent their family, creating a family block to bring back to the center.  Each individual block represents our families and teachers and when stacked together, they create a visual representation of our diverse community. It was exciting to see the pride on the children’s faces as they added their block to our block structure in our entranceway and to observe children discussing their families together.

Neighborhood Clean Up
Tot Lot participated in “Clean Cambridge” on May 2, 2009 a spring clean up organized by CleanCambridge.org., bringing residents and businesses together to clean the city!  Children, parents and teachers hit the parks and streets we use as a community with garbage bags and gloves picking up trash and beautifying our neighborhood.


Family Fun Day – 
May 30, 2009
Families, friends and neighbors enjoyed a sunny afternoon in Hastings Square on Saturday May 30th.  Sponsored by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and administered by the Cambridge Police Department, the event featured a bouncy moon, face painting, balloon sculpture artist, bracelet making and sand art tables.  Families baked yummy treats for our bake sale, and neighborhood pizzerias donated pizzas to be sold.  Our event was featured in the Cambridge Chronicle enabling the center to build community connections.

Toddler Update

The toddlers have been doing lots of worm activities.  The focal point of this curriculum has been the collecting of worms and the construction of a worm habitat in our classroom.  The class searched for worms under logs and rocks in our front yard and our neighborhood parks.  They searched in dark, damp places and even sprayed the dirt with water to encourage the worms to come to the surface.
The next job was to create the wormery.  The toddlers used spoons and funnels to fill up a large jar with dirt, sand, and leaves.  They also had to put in some food for the worms, so they saved leftover fruit from snack to put into the wormery.  Finally, the worms needed their home to be dark, so the toddlers helped pick out and cut some paper to block the light from shining into the wormery.  Now the toddlers can scoop out some dirt and check out worms whenever they want!  Some friends like to look at the worms through magnifying glasses, while others like to hold the worms.  Either way, they love to explore this interesting topic. The toddlers have also been doing a lot of worm-related projects.  We recently filled our sensory table with dirt and the toddlers dug for rubber worms.  They’ve also been making worms out of play-dough, doing wiggling like worms on our worm obstacle course, and even doing worm paintings.  The toddlers have been really intrigued by all of this and love talking all about “wormies.

Preschool Update

During the month of May the preschool classroom continued to explore their natural environment and all the changes that come with spring.  The children have enjoyed bringing binoculars and magnifying glasses to our local parks to help them search for birds, worms and insects.  As the beautiful June weather is arriving, the preschoolers will be going on many nature walks as they continue to investigate their natural world.  Just as a reminder, please apply sunscreen on your child before coming to school or at arrival on warm sunny days.  The preschoolers have also been bringing nature into the classroom.  At the start of May the preschoolers planted carrots, scallions and radishes in a root viewing planter.  Each day they examined the planter in search of roots and sprouts.  They enjoyed touching the plants, drawing the roots and counting the seedlings.  We have also begun to plant our own flowers and prepare for a Tot Lot garden.  The preschoolers learned that plants need soil, sun and water in order to grow and thrive.  Recently the preschoolers have been very interested in the book “Planting a Rainbow” by Lois Ehlert and would like to create their own rainbow garden.
Spring time is very exciting because the environment changes right before your eyes.  In order to better observe this, the preschool classroom has added tadpoles and caterpillars to the science area.  Everyone is very excited to observe these creatures as they go through the process of metamorphosis.  Come in and take a look!  Our tadpoles should be getting legs any day now and our caterpillars are already changing into chrysalis!   During June we will be adding ladybug larvae to our classroom as we continue to study and observe living creatures and metamorphosis.


Front Yard Design
What would your vision for a tot-sized “Garden of Eden” be?  That is what the Front Yard Committee at Tot Lot has been (happily) struggling with.  Formed over the winter with the realization that Tot Lot had outgrown the current play structure and that our current yard was not safe for contemporary standards, the front yard committee has been "playscaping" the new yard. Ideas include a stage for performing, a willow hut, a hill with a slide in it, an exploration table, a running water area, paths that lead to tot-sized hiding spots, and lots of green!  One thing that is not in doubt is that the Front Yard will include gardening.  Preschoolers have already started growing carrots, turnips and other vegetables to plant in the garden, and have contributed their ideas to what they think the yard should look like.  Looking at the mock-up created by two teachers after a workshop on this topic, one preschooler commented, "Yeah!  I want the yard to look like that!"  Others thought it would be perfect if only a basketball court could be added in.  Thanks to hardworking parents, the play structure has been removed, leaving some gaping holes that were perfect so that soil could be tested.  Thanks to the funds raised during the Family Fun Day there will soon be materials purchased so that the entire community can help come create our new “Garden of Eden.”  We will create gardening boxes, plant flowers, and create a fun, welcoming, beautiful yard for all.  Please feel free to come help us on June 20 and see what a difference a day will make.
Tot Lot has a new look! 
In keeping with our community needs, Tot Lot has designed a new website.  Updated regularly with events, news, and photos, the site also has a community page where parents and teachers alike can interact with each other and keep each other up-to-date!  
Check us out at totlot.org
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